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Annotations
AN INSTRUCTIVE CASE FOR LIFE ASSURANCE

COMPANIES.

" Ne quid nimis."

THE action of ’Yorke v. The Yorkshir&eacute; Insurance ICompany, Limited, the first trial of which* ended in
the jury disagreeing, has now been concluded before
Mr. Justice Mc Cardie, who, on April l0th; d6li-vered
a considered judgementy upon answers to a series of
questions submitted to the second jury. The case
has already been referred to in THE LANCET1 in
connexion with the general question of the privilege 

-’

of medical witnesses, who take part in the obtain-
ing bf ’ insurance policies, if doubts arise afterwards
as to the health of the person insured at the time
of his proposal.In the case under comment the
questions upon this ’subject were answered by the
jury in favour of the claimant under the policy, and
the repli&eacute;s given were such as ’to negative all
suggestion that’ any statement or omission on the
part of any medical man had assisted in the obtain-
ing 6t EL policy which otherwise would not have
been granted. There was, however, another question
which Mr. Justice McCardie treated as being of

vital importance and which should be noted. Mr.

Smith, the deceased, had been asked when he pro-
posed himself for insurance, "What illnesses have
you suffered?" and had failed to call attention to
an occasion in 1911 when his health had broken
down and when, in November of that year, he
took an, overdose of veronal, with results so

serious that his relatives were sent for. Having
heard the evidence as to this the jury
when asked, "Had Smith suffered from any
illness of - consequence before Dec. 12th, 1916 ? " 
answered in the affirmative, and the learned
judge considered that they were justified in their
reply. He observed that the word " illness " had
not been judicially defined, but that the jury had
clearly accepted the occasion, when through an
overdose of veronal Smith lay in a critical con-

dition, as one of serious illness within the meaning
of the insurance company’s question. The result
was that " the warranty of truth was broken, the
policy became void, and judgment must be entered
for the defendants." With regard to other questions
answered by Smith when taking out the policy,
his lordship held that they must receive such an
interpretation as would be put upon them by
ordinary men of intelligence and knowledge of the
world, and he held that such an inquiry as 

" 
Are

you now, and have you always been, of sober and
temperate habits ? " must be taken to refer only to
the use and abuse of alcohol and not to the
use of veronal or other drugs. It will be
remembered by those who read the evidence
that Smith died from an overdose of veronal
within three. months from the date of the policy,
and- that at the trial the question how far a

person mightg be " in the habit of taking veronal
without being properly called an habitual user 

"

of the drug, or a victim of the " veronal habit," was
made prominent. As to this point the question
left to the jury was whether the deceased had
"been in the habit of taking veronal," to which
the reply was given: 

" 

Occasionally, but there was
not sufficient evidence of a habit." The meaning
of this, is perfectly clear. The jury accepted
that which medical witnesses had maintained-that

1 THE LANCET, March 16th, 1918, p. 412.

a man may rightly, be-s-aid to -be " in the habit" -cft
dosing himself with a drug, who makes use of it
when," in the words of a celebrated character in
fiction, he "feels disposed," or fancies that he

requires it. This employment of the word "habit"
does not, however, necessarily imply any addiction
to the drug such as, occurs in the case of some
drugs to which their users becoine’slaves. The dis-
tinctionno doubt is a nice one,and our language does
not appear to possess any forms of colloquial speech
which would enable their user to convey his meaning
without the possibility of being ’misinterpreted.
Probably the case of Yorke v. The Yorkshire Insur-
ance Company will have as its result the insertion
of distinct questions in proposal forms as to
whether the person proposed has suffered from
insomnia, and whether to prevent it, or for any
cause, he has taken, or is wont to take, any drug
of a soporific or narcotic character; and it may be
suggested, in view of the matters referred to above,
that if the word "habit" or. " habitual " is intro-
duced in such a connexion it should be carefully
and intelligibly defined. The propounding of a
definite question relating to a subject which, no
doubt, is of importance to insurance companies
will be fairer to the proposed person and to his
medical advisers than reliance upon the rule of law
referred to by Mr. Justice McCa.rdie, which requires
the disclosure of " all material facts " such as

might lead to a refusal to insure or to the requiring
of a higher premium. ____

ANTITETANUS SERUM, CLINICAL AND
EXPERIMENTAL.

WE have received from Surgeon-General Sir
David Bruce a sixth analysis of 100 cases of
tetanus treated in home military hospitals, covering
the period from March to June of last year. The
mortality of these cases was 29 per cent. and the
incubation period 44 days, being practically the
same as the average for the previous 400, and a
consideration of this fact leads Sir David Bruce to,
remark that little more can be expected from the
use of prophylactic and therapeutic antitetanic
serum; it is now, he says, up to the surgeon to do
the rest. He reminds surgeons again that when
operations are performed at the site of wounds,.
even if these are already healed, a prophylactic.
injection should always be given. In regard to the-
route of administration in acute general tetanus.
the Tetanus Committee were of opinion that the
intrathecal route afforded the greatest chance of,
recovery, and Sir David Bruce contrasts this advice,
coinciding as it does with experimental evidence,
with the increasing popularity among surgeons of
the intramuscular route. It appears, however, that
the work of the bacteriologist is not yet to be
regarded as complete, for the results are just to
hand in the Journal of the Royal Army MedicaL
Corps of an elaborate inquiry into wound infections
in cases of tetanus by Captain W. J. Tulloch,
R.A.M.C., based on work done at the laboratories of
the Royal Army Medical College and the Lister Insti-
tute of Preventive Medicine. The main object of
the inquiry was to determine whether the tetanus
bacillus can fairly be regarded as an individual
organism, or whether there is a group of allied
bacilli any of which may give rise to spasm-
producing substance, toxic for man and animals.
Preliminary investigations led to the discovery of a
selective culture-medium adapted to the enrich-
ment of B. tetani against the other organisms
frequently accompanying it, and incidentally-to
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the part played by symbiosis in the pathogeny 
of anaerobic infection. The preparation of this
important medium is described thus :-
Take 1 lb. of chopped meat, add 1 litre of water, boil 30

minutes, cool to 450 C., adjust reaction of fluid so that it is
slightly alkaline to litmus. Trypsinise as for Douglas’s
broth ; incubate in open vessel for five days at 37&deg; C. Filter
products of putrefaction through paper, add sodium formate
1 per cent. of total, adjust reaction of fluid to neutral point
forphenolphtbalein. Fluid is then filtered through a Berke-
feld and Doulton filter in series, stored under paraffin in sterile
flask mounted with a hooded delivery pipette, so that medium
may be distributed into tubes. Before use each tube of 10 c.cm.
is enriched by addition of 1/8 part of fresh rabbit kidney,
removed (after killing animal) by sterile operation. Author
usually employs tubes containing 5 c.cm. of medium and
adds 1/16 part of kidney to each. To ensure sterility, 5, 1,
0’5, 0’l, and 0-01 c.cm. are inoculated into meat tubes which
are incubated anaerobically for 14 days and should show no
evidence of growth.
The conclusions which Captain Tulloch with proper
reserve allows himself to make are: The frequent
presence in the wound exudates of tetanus patients
of non-pathogenic bacilli liable to be mistaken for
the true tetanus bacillus; their presence indicates a
condition of the wound in which the tetanus bacillus,
If it gains access, grows readily. He has satisfied
himself further that there are at least three sero-
logical types of the B. tetani itself, and that in cases
of tetanus among the wounded in this country the
causative bacilli do not correspond serologically
with the type commonly employed at the present
time for the preparation of antitoxin. There
appears, therefore, to be further work for the 
bacteriologist. 

--

THE HISTO-PHYSIOLOGY OF NERVE REPAIR. 

IN spite of the most adverse circumstances the
spirit of scientific research that animated certain
small yet active and productive medical schools in
Belgium in happier days has not deserted our dis-
possessed confreres, and it is no less gratifying
than stimulating to learn of further contributions
emanating from Establishments that can scarcely
be other than makeshift. Thus, at La Panne

sporadic bombardments have not quenched the
flame, as witness the volume of " Travaux ’de
l’Ambulance de 1’Ocean" " there situated. In the
latest fasciculus to be issued is a long communi-
cation from Professor A. P. Dustin, of the University
of Brussels, on the histo-pathology and histo-
physiology of nerve injury and nerve repair, a

matter which is very much to the fore in these
times. Professor Dustin furnishes a remarkably
complete account of the microscopical changes
in the central and peripheral segments of. injured
nerves; based on the examination of cases

varying from a few days or less to a couple
of years or more in duration. A painstaking
description is given of fibrillation of the axones,
the spirals of Ranvier-Perroncito, the irritative
and regenerative phenomena in the syncytium
of Schwann, the reactions in vascular and con-
nective tissues, all of which are illustrated
by beautifully clear drawings. In a subsequent
section attention is directed to the difficult question
of the mechanism of nerve regeneration and the
interpretation of the microscopical picture. Here,
we venture to think, Professor Dustin scarcely does
justice to the arguments of the peripheral school,
as one may say., who hold that regeneration in the 
isolated peripheral section of a cut nerve is a histo-
logical fact. He has not, apparently, had a chance
of referring to the work of the late Dr. Alexander
Bruce on multiple neuromata of the central

1 Paris: Masson et Cie, December, 1917.

nervous system, by which study the possibility of
peripheral regeneration is materially strengthened.
For that matter, Professor Dustin’s fine research
work seems to have been devoted disproportionately
to the changes in the central ends of injured nerve-
trunks. Be this as it may, one of the more con-

vincing sections of the paper is concerned with
the orientation of the regenerating axones across
the cicatrix to the peripheral end according to the
principle of what he terms odogenesis, in opposi
tion to the more commonly accepted view of
neurotropism. Cajal supposes, in the case of the
latter, that substances are actively secreted by the
proliferation of the cells of the sheath of Schwann,
which substances exercise a chemiotropic action on
young axones and so orient them into the appro-
priate channels. Nageotte has raised the serious
objection that if this were the case young develop-
ing axones would never leave the central ends of
the sheaths in which they already find themselves.
By odogenesis is meant the process whereby young
axones follow paths formed by embryonic con-

nective tissue cells and by the cells of the sheath
of Schwann; through interstices thus made the
axones penetrate to the peripheral end. The
last section is assigned to a consideration of many
practical points dealing with the technique of

operative interference.

A QUEST FOR SUPPLEMENTARY FOODS.

THE interesting announcement is made that the
Council of the Royal Society has appointed a com-
mittee to investigate and report on the possibility
of replacing food materials and other necessaries
by the utilisation of natural products not hitherto
generally employed for such purposes. Careful and
systematic prospecting in this direction is prac-
tically certain to add to our food resources; and the
terms of reference will be widely interpreted,covering,
we anticipate, the many edible plants at present not
in common use and many so-called waste products
in manufacture. The possibility of putting syn-
thetic processes into service will be considered, it
may be taken for granted, in any quest for supple-
mentary foods. There are also sources of food-
supply in this country which sentiment has ruled
out of the national dietary, although these products
are esteemed elsewhere. Such are the snail and
the frog. Again, the edible fish might be made to
include whalefiesh, dogfish, and common fresh-water
fishes, none of which have any popularity in this
country, so that there is no attempt to get and
maintain any supply. In some rural communities-
in parts of Norfolk, for example-fresh-water fish
are largely eaten. The chemical transformation of
inedible substances into edible ones may some day
be economically realised, and in this direction many
chemical experiments might well be made, some of
which would probably have fruitful results. The
turning of wood and fibrous materials, the bulk of
which is cellulose, into sugar can be experimentally
accomplished now, and the committee will no doubt
have their attention called to the possibilities of
hydrolysis in regard to food production in general.
Altogether the inquiry should prove a most

interesting one, and the results may likely enough
indicate new industries to deal with new materials
in supplement of our present common stock of food.
We understand that suggestions as to such products
and the means of organising their collection will
receive consideration if addressed to the secretary
of the Natural Products Committee, Royal Society,
Burlington House, Piccadilly, London, W. 1.


